PRESS RELEASE
The WASH Alliance International launches Accelerating WASH
Stockholm, 21 August 2015 - Much has been achieved under the Millennium Development Goals.
Yet 700 million people still lack access to clean water and 2.5 billion people do not use improved
sanitation facilities. This drives the WASH Alliance International to strive to achieve universal
access to WASH by 2030. The WASH Alliance International developed an approach - Accelerating
WASH; that will ensure and sustain continuity after programmes stop. Accelerating WASH is
focused on stepping up and meeting the needs of a growing population. During the 25th World
Water Week in Stockholm, the alliance will launch this promising new approach.
With more than 100 partner organisations worldwide, the WASH Alliance International runs WASH
programmes in eight countries in Africa and Asia. Since its inception in 2011, funded by the Dutch
government, the alliance aims at reaching full coverage while creating systems for sustainable
and affordable WASH services that can accelerate. “We believe this is the only way to adapt to
newly emerging challenges such as the fast population growth. A guiding principle in our work is
to facilitate the development of a system in which all stakeholders, such as businesses,
governments, citizens and NGOs effectively work together” explains Hanny Maas, programme
manager of the WASH Alliance.
WASH sector development
To achieve the ambitious goal, the Alliance contributes to a shift from hardware-construction
towards WASH Sector development. The Alliance trains WASH businesses and financial institutions to
build functioning WASH markets, it works closely with governments to create a supportive
environment for the provision of water and sanitation. The Alliance also empowers and organizes
citizens so that they are able to demand and pay for sustainable WASH services and practice healthy
behaviour. “When these stakeholders work effectively together, the systems takes over, making
external subsidies redundant over time and accelerating access to safe sanitation for a growing
urban population.” Says Tobias Omufwoko, Country Coordinator of WASH Alliance Kenya.
Doing more, with less
For the WASH Alliance International, acceleration is a mindset focused on exponential growth of
sustainable access to WASH, it is a way of thinking about scale and continuously reducing costs per
person. Over the first three years of the programme, access to WASH services cost €33 per person.
In year five, the costs declined to an average of €20 per person. And the financial leverage of funds
in the countries the Alliance is active in, continues to increase, as more consumers start building
their own water and sanitation facilities with savings or by accessing a loan.
Invitation World Water Week 2015
At the 25th edition of the World Water Week in Stockholm, the WASH Alliance will launch it’s view on
accelerating WASH with a presentation from Pim van der Male (Senior Policy officer, Water
Management, Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and a film on accelerating WASH. You are warmly
invited to join this event on Wednesday August 26th at 5:30h in exhibition hall B, stand #18.
Note for editor
For more information, interviews or visuals, please contact: WASH Alliance International,
Dieuwertje Damen, e-mail: dieuwertje@rainbowcollection.nl, phone: +316 34 342 357.

About the WASH Alliance International
WASH Alliance International is a multi-national consortium of over 100 partners worldwide.
We work together with local NGOs, governments and businesses to ensure sustainable access to
water and sanitation. Programmes are run in Africa and Asia, in which local alliances are set up to
optimally make use of local knowledge and networks and tap into existing WASH structures.
Best practices on accelerating WASH
• Accelerating WASH in Kenya
• Accelerating WASH in Ghana
• Accelerating WASH in Uganda
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